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Abstract:

Black women are considered to be a marginal issue which has gained much attention in the
20" Century onwards. The scholars have been reacting upon this issue much violently and
catching the attention of academia to instill the seriousness of need of manifestation of black
 women's rights. No matter, handful of writers honestly put this issue on the table across the
globe and gained the attention of the readers but still more committed, honest and accountable
imputs are to be welcomed from the scholars. .

Kev Words: Black women, Sexism, Race, Colour, White elc.

Black women have long recognized the special circumstances that we share with all
women. as well as the bonds that connect us to the men of our race. We have also realized that
the interactive oppressions that circumscribe our lives provide a distinctive context for black
womanhood. For us. the notion of double jeopardy is not a new one. Near the end of the
nineteenth century, Anna Julia Cooper, who was born a slave and later became an educator and
eamed a Ph.D., often spoke and wrote of the double enslavement of black women and of our
being "confronted by both a woman question and a race problem." In 1904, Mary Church
Terrell, the first president of the National Association of Colored Women, wrote, "Not only are
colored women ... handicapped on account of their sex, but they are almost everywhere baffled
and mocked because of their race. Not only because they are women. but because they are
colored women."

The dual and systematic discriminations of racism and sexism remain pervasive, and,
~ for many. class inequality compounds those oppressions. Yet, for as long as black women have
Lnown our numerous discriminations, we have also resisted those oppressions. Our day-to-day
survivals as well as our organized political actions have demonstrated the tenacity of our
struggle against subordination. In the mid-nineteenth century. Sojourner Truth, an antislavery
activist and women's rights advocate, repeatedly pronounced the strength and perseverance of
black women. More than one hundred years later, another black woman elaborated on Truth's
theme. In addressing the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) Legal Defense Fund in 1971, Fannie Lou Hamer, the daughter of sharecroppers and
a civil rights activist in Mississippi, commented on the special plight and role of black women
over 350 years: "You know I work for the liberation of all people because when 1 liberate
myself, I'm liberating other people ... her [the white woman's] freedom is shackled in chains to
mine. and she realizes for the first time that she is not free until I am free."

Among the first and perhaps most widely used approaches for understanding women's
status in the United States has been the race-sex analogy. In essence, the model draws parallels
between the systems and experiences of domination for blacks and those for women, and, as a
result, it assumes that political mobilizations against racism and sexism are comparable. In
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1860, Elizabeth Cady Stanton observed, "Prejudice against color, of which we hear so much, 1s
no stronger than that against sex." Scholars in various disciplines have drawn similar analogies
between racism and sexism. Sociologist Helen Hacker and historian William Chafe have both
noted that unlike many ethnic groups., women and blacks possess ineradicable physical
attributes that function "systematically and clearly to define from birth the possibilities to
which members of a group might aspire." In the first formal typology of the race-sex analogy.
Helen Hacker identifies four additional dimensions on which the caste like status of blacks and
women are similar: (1) ascribed attributes of emotionality, immaturity, and slyness: (2)
rationalizations of status as conveyed in the notions of appropriate "place” and the contented
subordinate: (3) accommodating and guileful behaviors; and (4) economic. legal, educational,
and social discriminations. Feminist theorists, including Simone de Beauvoir, Kate Millett,
Mary Daly, and Shulamith Firestone have all drawn extensively on this analogy in their
critiques of the patriarchy. This analogy has served as a powerful means of conveying an image
of women's subordinate status, and of mobilizing women and men for political action. The
social movements for racial equality in the United States, whether the abolitionist movement in
the nineteenth century or the civil rights movement in the mid-twentieth century, were
predecessors, catalysts, and prototypes for women's collective action.

A significant segment of feminist activists came to recognize and understand their own
oppression, as well as to develop important organizing skills through their participation in
efforts for racial justice. In sum, the race-sex correspondence has been used successfully
because the race model was a well-established and effective pedagogical tool for both the
theoretical conceptualization of and the political resistance to sexual inequality. We learn very
little about black women from this analogy. The experience of black women is apparently
assumed, though never explicitly stated, to be synonymous with that of either black males or
white females: and since the experiences of ko@fﬁ@;fc[uivalent, a discussion of black women
in particular is superfluous. It is mistakenly ranted that either there is no difference in being
black and female from being generically black (i.e., male) or generically female (i.e., white).
The analogy obfuscates or denies what Chafe refers to as "the profound substantive
differences" between blacks and women. The scope, both institutionally and culturally, and the
intensity of the physical and psychological impact of racism is qualitatively different from that
of sexism. The group experience of slavery and lynching for blacks, genocide for Native
Americans, and military conquest for Mexican-Americans and Puerto Ricans is not
substantively comparable to the physical abuse, social discrimination, and cultural denigration
suffered by women. This is not to argue that those forms of racial oppressions are greater or
more unjust but that the substantive differences need to be identified and to inform
conceptualizations. Althea Smith and Abigail Stewart point out that "the assumption of
parallelism led to research that masked the differences in these processes [i.e., racism, sexism,
and their effects on self-image] for different groups." "A similar point has been forcefully
made by bell hooks: "No other group in America has so had their identity socialized out of
existence as have black women. We are rarely recognized as a group separate and distinct from
black men, or a present part of the larger group 'women' in this culture.... When black people
are talked about the focus tends to be on black men; and when women are talked about the
focus tends to be on white women." It is precisely those differences between blacks and
women. between black men and black women, between black women and white women that
are crucial to under-standing the nature of black womanhood.
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A black feminist ideology, first and foremost, thus declares the visibility of black
wen. It acknowledges the fact that two innate and inerasable traits, being both black and
constitute our special status in American society. Second, black feminism asserts self-
:rmination as essential. Black women are empowered with the right to interpret our reality
i define our objectives. While drawing on a rich tradition of struggle as blacks and as
women, we continually establish and reestablish our own priorities. As black women, we
e for ourselves the relative salience of any and all identities and oppressions, and how and
]ﬁ extent to which those features inform our pol:tlcs Third, a black feminist ideology
Hun:ntally challenges the interstructure of the oppressions of racism, sexism, and classism
‘both in the dominant society and within movements for liberation. It is in confrontation with

‘multiple jeopardy that black women define and sustain a multiple consciousness essential for
- our liberation, of which feminist consciousness is an integral part.
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